y

4554

g
o

1%
13

SISO LIS SLLI0S £8

MAYORA SANDESAYA.

—_———— - ——

A SINHALESE POEM |

COMPOSED BY . o

SRS DY S

&

PANDIT KAVISWARA &=

A GRAND~SON OF ACHARYA GURULUGOM!/

Og.gd SO B,

. _ vt 5%
v

qaoawz% Szﬁa‘gdﬁb ;

8@%66@86&30@0’3‘ 850’3’ ' <
| mEdee ‘ elo

BES1EEE00ESEIE0EEIALELIRRLERANILES

¢sma,.=<,ean BN R (Se

w3 samn .

kg

PRINTED AT

ViDYAsAGARA PRINTING WORKS 3

COLOMBO. l"\f"

1910 <o

i ) 1g:-«»

f'zf)
o
R T i FRRTITATT

e o 50 &, PRICE 50 CENTS.

A}

38588 AL LS L R0
T




MAYURA SANDESAYA.

—

-~

A SINHALESE POEM

COMPOSED BY

'PANDIT KAVISWARA
A GRAND=SON OF ACHARYA QURULUGQOM!I
AND
EDITED WITH A PARAPHRASE BY
_Rev. W. DEEPANKARA SWAMI
AT THE REQUEST

OF

JOHN DE SILVA ESQ.

Proctor; S. C.
COLOMBO,

PUBLISHED

BY

H. B. E. JINADASA
OF
EKOTAHENA, COLOMBO,
PUPANINANININI T
PRINTED AT
VIDYASAGARA PrINTING WoRKS, CoLoMB3o.

————

1910



85908 PS1d enIdledd e

. 2BpeBema®im

D3RV ©BY 8KRT
. SINDSH(E
@p0 weZGD.
oo & D

x89 ¢mTod HHxQTas
e25d eenNEW BEZW @Dl
6HI53¢ EEDI BBRBNFew s’ 833
) - M er8» Y
@8 20N Te
&R IEOB ST I8 I wsTeed
585
TN CIZINS BETSHBIGE, B H2NBNGS :EWG LT & cIND
CumCe
PR B PIETACH I I EY-K |
sIecmed.
e ¢ @ condcw e
0D, B. §. 8vygs O 883
e MsWEONCE.

eme®
8¢ e0d R Ge%
giud&.

8.9.9. 2454,



csI 808,

Culgd sgedveBmnnsy 88s3 PYnubend A
CLOD YD BrEmdsswensy v8y88 wiewsd mn
BWC weansIed y8d000m 838D VsKweivmwd
Bo2¢ M N0 B enemesdsd Dum gmd grede
€055 8% BN 26815 VWD S WEW i Dexs
D PYeAC1A) o] @eR DELRNBe Euamd 8d
eIV Vo 8827 et DG HRENDS D5t DD
¢R5IO C1RewsT B 3K @M DI B2 LB
83CB0? §:16600WEePDE 69w BT MNH BausIdnzied €O
Hsd Rew eCMNONYBenzsT 683 edssd Ygens
WO, 08 Ygenw AsTwsiuy 80 wmdwzsImowi¢ &0
Oxnetd D1088cwsI 882539 Bexnd ®iDwzImazt ¢20
Bmenxm wxm C1ed, ¥ ¢ 80 gD Fgehnw HION
N0 68 es¥mnmBay sy dnsied BB Hoed D¢
2 e} BoweS go Beegennsd 88 Joehamcd
O geudme 19¢ @B 827 ¥PeD HCWMSON.

c®D DMmAMNG eSS Didewn:m Fenw WEON
I s 5823 i nwHusIdnsieded s ©8ED
T ECHY) DY MRS ON.

e ez CHNEH NS WOPsT B8 emed
e93c88ed e2m. 31 ¢en . 8. sveS&hdnMed e
DT ) 686D SeesT oo, 142 ¢Sem 8. ¢d.
8. BSwdzms Dumnes 6] @iiedsI¢ Cr1Romnay .

6®0MY, @ItV
o0, 8. ¥, g,

H. B. E. Jinadasc.
08 1910 &8 Ow 25 eDBE®
exnEd oo IR eI _
853 on; 65 qen ROswBEW.



INTRODUGTIOY.

Tt is not necessary to wriie a long and elaborate prefice for an
old classical Sinhalese Poem of celebrity, such as, Maynra
Sundeseya, which is, being ™ interpreted, * An Epistle by a Pea-
eock,” Although the modern students of Sinhalese Classivs derived
baacfit from the editions previously published by Mr. B, Gunasekara,
MuTuiyar of the Colombo Museum in 183}, and by Mr. K. W. P.
Dh wrmasena, the learnel Pandit of Dodunduwa in 196:2, vet I
cannot eoncede they have done full justice to the old work. The
publishers might undoubtedly have taken pains to 1ectify the ervors
committed by copyists in old Manuseripts, Nevertheless bLoth of
them seemed to have fuiled to some extent as regards that point.
Ruowing tie intrinsic value of the original Poem  which muy be
re rarded as the prototype of Sinhalese Stayzas and sceing thedefects
which subseqaently crept into it, my friend, Mr. Jchn De Silva,
Proctor S. C. Colombo, Oriental Scholar and expert in Native Musie,
requested me to revise its text and prepare a commentary for it and
thas do some good to the Sinhulese Langunge at this period of its
hizh advancement.

My laborious researches enabled me to procure about 10 Mss
copies both from the High aud Low Countries ; they did not how-
ever azree when compared with one another. But some of them,
1 must admit, beingso well transcribed, served to remove the great-
or part of my doubes which larked in wy mind in the wbsence of
any glossary of words or commentary thereto, and also to enable -
me to trace out the author's name and descent,

Kawiswara ( Great in Poesy) as the author styled himself
was a grandson of Gurulugomi, the most distinguished *Professor
of Buddhist Doctrines and ‘Tri Sinh:lese’ and author of “Dharmayp.
pradipikd " and “ Amdwatura. ”

Arduous and important as is the task I have taken in hand, I
leave it to the Ceylon Literati to judge with an unbiassed mind the
amoaunt of libour and thought that is entailed in bringing befove
the public Maytira Sandesaya, which has undergone many changes
and modifications, all for the worse, soon after it passed the hands
of its authcr about 523 years ago. This was during the reign of

-~ -



ii

the Sinhalese Monarch, Buwaneka Bahu, who took Gancpola for his
capital. I, as Commentator, think, therefore, that it is my duty
briefly to say something here on its merits. Of the three classes of
messengers as prescribed in Sanskrit Books, the bearer of this Poem
falls under the last head, viz; Sandesa Hdraka, meaning, the
deliverer of the message. Unlike other ‘Poetic Letters,” such as those
carried by a pigeon by a cuckoo, by a swan, by a parrot, ete, this
‘Poetic Letter’ carried by a peacock, has its verses embellished by
numerous homonyms simultaneously expressing the author’s shades
of thought and displaying a perspicuity combined with admirable
brevity. On many points of imagery and elegance, too, it differs
from other Standard Elu Poetical Works, now extant, with the
exception of one, by name, “ Polonnaru Pura Warnana,” which
is a descriptive' Poem by the same author.

Vivid is the originality of thought in the delineation of dusk
and twilight, and graphic arc the descriptions of respective towns,
thoroughfares, rivers and streams which existed all along the then
public road from Gampola, in Kandy District to Dondra near
Matara. Instinctively one pauses in the course of reading to think
of the old poet with awe and admiration, Not only in this Poem
does this rare instance of dissimilarity in imagery and diction to
other old poems exist, but also, in the Sanskrit Literature, the same
distinction to exist may bhe observed.

The poem ¢ Magha, ” or otherwise called, * Sisupalabadha ”
does not bear comparison with others in these respects.

On the face of these facts, would anyone take exception to the

addition of the epithet © Wagiswara” ( Greatin Words) to the

name of Kawiswara in consideration of the phraseclogy employed
throughout his Poems!

T am well aware that a work published in any Eastern
Language, especially in Sinhalese is liable to much criticism, and
I trust that my critics will be fairminded in their comments on
this work.

30th, April, 1909, _ W. Deepankara
Colombo.
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